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A history of the “est Parnsteble Brick Company, in nart tocken from
Barnstable, Three Centuries of & Cape Cod Town; by D. G. Trayser:
Suppl@ﬁented by TFrederick A. Atwood.

In Weet Barnsteble o potitery wewo successfully corried on throurh
the 1€20's Refore thet Lime the Cope had been suprlied from I'lrmouth
potterics, but breakare in transporte tion ves excesgive. Yooli Brid-

ford, born in Kingston 1761, lezrned end preclicea nie trvde there,
In 1819 he bought of Prince Nye "a plece of land with 2 potter's
ghop thereon." He may have 1easéd the lend previoucly ond bLuilt the
shop, or there muy have been a potter before him. For ten ycars he
made pottery here until hie health fniled. 1In Lthe Patriot, July 18,
1832,‘Daniel Parker, Jr., informed the public that he had tiiken the
gtond of the late MNoah Bradford and would "supply Cape towns wilh
earthen were made from the hands of the Dotter who for yeere had
Super;ntended the establishment." But in March, 133, lend &nd shop
were advertised Tor sole at "public vendue." The lzitcrenc end pont-
ri8s:of the village and the town must at thet time have been filled
with this pottery. Todey it is hard to find pieces we are sure of.
Frapmeqts dug from the old yard show the texture and color, &nd ure
“useful in identifying it. Mrs. Tred B. Livesley und liee Bdlfieds
J. Bradford, Granddaushters of lfoah Bradford, have beénpots they Xknow
were made here. Information is lacking about the use made of this
remarkdble‘clay depoeit aftqr the pottery was given up. Bricks were
made during the 1860's, but not in great quantity. (The cite and
foundation of the old pottery hes been found and pertly excevated
by the party who now owns it.)

In 1878, a brickyard was esteablished by Benjemin I'. Crocker,
osh Brodford son of the potter (loah Bradford vas & direct descend-

ant of Governor Bradford of the Meyflower, being o nephew of the
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tliird or fourth generction), Levi Goodepeed and Charlee C. Crocker.

Ten yeers later machinery and more modern methods viere introd-
usedlby the advice of Abel D. Makepetce who moved from Hyannie to
make his home in the villsge, and became tressurer of & reorgunized
Wewt Barnstable Brick CGompany. TFor thirty years or so the comrany
rrew, enlsrred its Yyarde, employed more men, increased its output.
Immigrant lavor wes o Freat fector in making +the ecrly transition
possible and profiteble. 1In 1005, out of 23 of +ro laboring force
there wes ore native born fmericen, 16 Finns ond 6 Porturuese, =211
immigrants., These profitable vyeers leocted until the middle 1020%g,

During the middle 29's the company wes bourht by ftwo peorle
who flozted bonds to make = truly modern fucility. ohortl: afler
one of the new owners died, but the comrany kept on.

&he company did expand and put in modern buildines and 1more
modern machinery, but the plans were beyond the Kcope of the ascete.
There viere other ressons for its downfell. The size of the brick
W&as 1ar§er &nd the builders did not like them es vell becauce they
could no longer lay up a chimney with an 8 inch flue without cutting
bricks. 'The clay was not properly prepared and the smeall nieces
of stone would explode from the hiph hest during finel firing in
the kilns, therefore the bricks would chip and breck more eccily.
This new brick was molded with the imprint W.B.B., intteed of the
orifFinal mark WEST BARNSTABIE BRICK Co.

'Tbe brick company was in bucines during the eorly 193%'s, but
was in poor standing financially. About 1932 a test hole wac
drilléd to find how much clay was left. It wes estimated tlet there
was éﬁough to7last about Tifty yeers, but an ertesion well developed
from the test hole and flooded ail the clay pits and the company, not

having funds to recover went out of business.
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&j'fvther, Martin Atwood, nee latts Klaus Bnglebery Aittanieni,
was en employee there from the middle 1890's to 1910 vhen bhe left
that employment end became a cerpenter, but ne continued to work

for & short time every spring et the brick yerd to refurbich the

nmachinery and pour new Labbitt vearings where needed until 1944,

I often went with him when I wee = child ¢nd cpent many inter-

esting deys there. Every spring the drying verd, (for the ULricks
hed to be sun dried before they could be handled for the kiln

process) had to be made perfectly smooth e&nd level vith o very fTine

clay mixture. Being & barefoot tyke 2nd having 1little sense of

responsibility, that sti11 vet wernm clay felt so good under my bare

.

feet, I vient and stomned Tootprints all over it, not reslizine the

deémase done. To say the least I wes ceverely reprimanded, 12t alone

the searing looks that the workmen thobt ot me when thiey had to cuwooth
about a thousond square Teet o1l over apfin.  Torturately the area
Leing yet fresh, they were able to do it quite eacily.

At that time the clay wes broken up in the pit with couree

tooth harrow type drars drown by horses and ~ules, then relhered
with self dumping barrell type scrapers horse or mule driwn. The

banks were broken down with hand tools.

Many times, when young, I watched the procese from the Le-

fginning to the loading of the Treisrht cars.




